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The origin of the world

by Gustave Courbet

A concise collector's companion to this hand-painted reproduction on TryArtwork.

The Origin of the World (1866) by Gustave Courbet is among the most
innovative and thought-provoking pieces of Western art history. Known for its
uncompromising reality, the painting celebrates a raw, unashamed celebration
of humanity while rejecting conventional artistic standards in its portrayal of the
feminine body.

At a Glance

Title The origin of the world

Artist Gustave Courbet

Movement Realism

Period 19th Century

Original medium Oil on canvas

Orientation Horizontal

Palette Flesh Tones, White, Gold, Brown
Original location Musée D'Orsay

Reproduction Hand-painted oil on stretched canvas

Visual Analysis

Posture and lighting shape the composition around The Female Form. Among the elements on the surface are nude woman and
gold frame, each given its share of attention. A palette of flesh tones, white, gold, and brown carries the painting, with subtle shifts
holding the surface alive.

Where It Fits

A formal living room suits it well; a gallery wall reads equally as well or hallway. It also works as part of a small gallery wall when
paired with restrained companion pieces. Warm-modern interiors with pale plaster walls and aged oak suit it especially well.

How It's Hand-Painted

Each pass of paint is allowed to settle into the previous; impatience flattens the surface. Hand-painted oil reproduction on canvas
— close to the spirit of the original, made by a painter and not a printer.

Voice from the Record

“Courbet painted what no one dared to paint.”

Linda Nochlin
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Notes Worth Knowing

« Explicit Subject. The painting shows a close-up view of female genitalia.

« Private Commission. Made for the Turkish diplomat Khalil Bey's private collection.
« Hidden History. The painting was hidden from public view for over a century.

« Musée d'Orsay. The painting now hangs in the Musée d'Orsay in Paris.

« Title Meaning. The title refers to the origin of human life.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can | order this painting in a custom size?
Yes. Each reproduction is hand-painted to your dimensions on the same stretched canvas format as the original. Request a
custom size at order time and we confirm proportions before painting begins.

What is the difference between this and a print?
A print is a flat photographic reproduction. This is a hand-painted oil-on-canvas reproduction — each one is a unique painting laid
down by a single painter, with surface texture, brushwork, and varnish that no print can match.

How long does production and delivery take?
Most reproductions ship 14 - 21 days after the order is confirmed. Larger canvases and pieces with dense detail take longer; we
confirm the exact timeline when the painter is assigned.

Where can | see the original painting?
The original is in the collection of Musée D'Orsay. Our reproduction is the closest hand-painted match a private collector can
place on their own wall.

Explore More

Full notes, features, available sizes, and ordering options are on the work's page on TryArtwork.

tryartwork.com/the-origin-of-the-world
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