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The Knight at the Crossroads
by Viktor Vasnetsov

A concise collector's companion to this hand-painted reproduction on TryArtwork.

Viktor Vasnetsov 's The Knight at the Crossroads (1882) is a visual
interpretation of a moment that has recurred in Slavic folklore for centuries. The
painting captures a lone warrior, clad in armor, on horseback as he halts before
a foreboding stone monument.

At a Glance

Title The Knight at the Crossroads

Artist Viktor Vasnetsov

Movement Realism, Romanticism

Original medium Oil on canvas

Orientation Horizontal

Palette Brown, Grey, White, Yellow

Reproduction Hand-painted oil on stretched canvas

Visual Analysis

The scene is laid out with room to breathe, the eye settling on Knight At The Crossroads. Among the elements on the surface are
knights, horses, gravestone, spears, and skulls, each given its share of attention. A palette of brown, grey, white, and yellow
carries the painting, with subtle shifts holding the surface alive.

Where It Fits

A horizontal historical scene like this fits a gallery wall, library, or a formal living room. It can also lead the eye down a hallway as
the visual anchor at the far wall. It belongs where conversation pauses — a study, library, or formal sitting room rather than a
casual lounge.

How It's Hand-Painted

Reference is checked at multiple distances during painting — close for detail, far for overall balance. An oil reproduction painted
by hand on canvas — the work of a studio painter rather than a printer.

Voice from the Record

“Vasnetsov painted Russia's heroic soul.”

David Jackson
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Notes Worth Knowing

Russian Folklore. The painting illustrates Russian folk tales of heroic knights.

Bogatyr Hero. The knight is a bogatyr, a hero of Russian epic tales.

Choice Theme. The knight must choose his path at the crossroads of destiny.

National Identity. Vasnetsov celebrated Russian national myths and legends.

Stone Inscription. A stone bears an ominous inscription about the choices ahead.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can I order this painting in a custom size?
Yes. Each reproduction is hand-painted to your dimensions on the same stretched canvas format as the original. Request a
custom size at order time and we confirm proportions before painting begins.

What is the difference between this and a print?
A print is a flat photographic reproduction. This is a hand-painted oil-on-canvas reproduction — each one is a unique painting laid
down by a single painter, with surface texture, brushwork, and varnish that no print can match.

How long does production and delivery take?
Most reproductions ship 14 - 21 days after the order is confirmed. Larger canvases and pieces with dense detail take longer; we
confirm the exact timeline when the painter is assigned.

How faithful is the reproduction to the original?
Each painting is matched against high-resolution reference images by a painter trained in the relevant period and technique. We
aim for the same composition, palette, and brushwork rhythm — not a copy, but a faithful study.

Explore More

Full notes, features, available sizes, and ordering options are on the work's page on TryArtwork.
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