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The Dance
by Henri Matisse

A concise collector's companion to this hand-painted reproduction on TryArtwork.

Henri Matisse paints five nude figures dancing in a tight circle, hands linked, on
a saturated green ground under a dark blue sky. The bodies are reduced to
firm contour and warm red flesh; the ground is a flat block of saturated green.

At a Glance

Title The Dance

Artist Henri Matisse

Reproduction Hand-painted oil on stretched canvas

Visual Analysis

The lighting is built in measured value, separating planes without forcing contrast. The picture rewards both quick reading and
slower attention to the smaller decisions of paint and edge. Paint is built up in measured layers, the surface holding both finish
and quiet variation.

Where It Fits

Show this work in a living room or hallway, or a office. The composition asks for a wide unbroken wall where the eye can travel
without distraction. Pair it with pale plaster walls and matte black frames for a classic room.

How It's Hand-Painted

The artist faces two main challenges: the color balance and the surface texture. Underpainting carries the structure; the visible
layers above it carry the color and life. The painter's task is to honor the original's rhythm without trying to copy every mark
mechanically.

Voice from the Record

“Matisse painted pure joy in motion.”

John Elderfield

Notes Worth Knowing

Major Commission. Painted for the Russian collector Sergei Shchukin's Moscow mansion.

Radical Simplification. The figures are reduced to essential forms and colors.

Pure Colors. Only three colors - blue, green, and orange-red - are used.

Primitive Energy. The dancing figures evoke primitive ritual and joy.

Art Revolution. The painting shocked viewers and advanced modern art.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Can I order this painting in a custom size?
Yes. Each reproduction is hand-painted to your dimensions on the same stretched canvas format as the original. Request a
custom size at order time and we confirm proportions before painting begins.

What is the difference between this and a print?
A print is a flat photographic reproduction. This is a hand-painted oil-on-canvas reproduction — each one is a unique painting laid
down by a single painter, with surface texture, brushwork, and varnish that no print can match.

How long does production and delivery take?
Most reproductions ship 14 - 21 days after the order is confirmed. Larger canvases and pieces with dense detail take longer; we
confirm the exact timeline when the painter is assigned.

How faithful is the reproduction to the original?
Each painting is matched against high-resolution reference images by a painter trained in the relevant period and technique. We
aim for the same composition, palette, and brushwork rhythm — not a copy, but a faithful study.

Explore More

Full notes, features, available sizes, and ordering options are on the work's page on TryArtwork.

tryartwork.com/the-dance
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