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Seven Works of Mercy
by Caravaggio

A concise collector's companion to this hand-painted reproduction on TryArtwork.

This monumental painting, created for the Church of Pio Monte della
Misericordia in Naples, brings to life seven distinct acts of mercy in a bustling,
dimly lit urban setting. By merging the sacred and the everyday, Caravaggio
transforms biblical charity into an electrifying human drama.

At a Glance

Title Seven Works of Mercy

Artist Caravaggio

Movement Baroque

Period 17th Century

Original medium Oil on canvas

Orientation Vertical

Palette Black, Brown, White, Red

Subject Italian Art

Original location Pio Monte Della Misericordia

Reproduction Hand-painted oil on stretched canvas

Visual Analysis

The composition reads as a stage of stonework and sky, organized around The Acts Of Mercy. Objects in the scene include
people, angels, baby, light rays, and robes, each contributing to the balance. The colors keep mostly to black, brown, white, and
red, with quieter notes registering between them.

Where It Fits

The composition rewards a office or living room, or a reading corner. Modern-classic interiors with pale plaster walls and old
books suit it especially well. It rewards a quiet wall where its color and brushwork can be read without competition.

How It's Hand-Painted

The painter recreating this work pays attention to the layered and soft brushwork and the multiple soft sources light. The painter's
task is to honor the original's rhythm without trying to copy every mark mechanically. Painted on canvas in oil, the result aims to
feel close to the artist's touch.
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Voice from the Record

“Caravaggio made charity into street drama.”

Roberto Longhi

Notes Worth Knowing

Religious Commission. The painting depicts all seven corporal works of mercy in one scene.

Naples Period. Created during Caravaggio's time in Naples, fleeing from Rome.

Complex Composition. Seven acts of mercy are woven into a single dramatic scene.

Street Setting. The scene takes place in a Naples street, not a religious setting.

Angels Above. Angels and the Madonna watch over the charitable acts below.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can I order this painting in a custom size?
Yes. Each reproduction is hand-painted to your dimensions on the same stretched canvas format as the original. Request a
custom size at order time and we confirm proportions before painting begins.

What is the difference between this and a print?
A print is a flat photographic reproduction. This is a hand-painted oil-on-canvas reproduction — each one is a unique painting laid
down by a single painter, with surface texture, brushwork, and varnish that no print can match.

How long does production and delivery take?
Most reproductions ship 14 - 21 days after the order is confirmed. Larger canvases and pieces with dense detail take longer; we
confirm the exact timeline when the painter is assigned.

Where can I see the original painting?
The original is in the collection of Pio Monte Della Misericordia. Our reproduction is the closest hand-painted match a private
collector can place on their own wall.

Explore More

Full notes, features, available sizes, and ordering options are on the work's page on TryArtwork.

tryartwork.com/seven-works-of-mercy
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