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Portrait of Emile Zola

by Edouard Manet

A concise collector's companion to this hand-painted reproduction on TryArtwork.

Zola is seated at his writing desk, his face turned slightly away from the viewer,
a book open in front of him. Behind him on the wall, Manet has placed a small
reproduction of a Velazquez print, a Japanese print, and a black-and-white
image of Manet's own Olympia.

At a Glance

Title Portrait of Emile Zola

Artist Edouard Manet

Reproduction Hand-painted oil on stretched canvas

Visual Analysis

The arrangement is intimate and direct. Color is built in measured layers rather than declared in single notes. The painter leans on
tonal value, with light treated as a quiet structural element.

Where It Fits

This balanced portrait works well in a hallway, a study, or a gallery wall. It sits comfortably alongside aged oak, matte black
frames, and traditional settings. A portrait of this kind carries the room without competing visual elements crowding it.

How It's Hand-Painted

Recreating this piece by hand calls for the tonal shift from cool half-tone to warm highlight and the modeling of the face and
hands. Wet-into-wet mixing on the canvas keeps transitions natural and avoids flat, dead color. Painted on canvas in oil, the result
aims to feel close to the artist's touch.

Voice from the Record

“Manet painted his greatest defender.”
T.J. Clark
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Notes Worth Knowing

« Writer Portrait. Zola was a famous novelist and defender of Impressionism.

« Grateful Tribute. Manet painted this to thank Zola for defending his controversial work.
« Background Details. The wall shows a Japanese print and reproduction of Olympia.

« Writer's Study. The setting shows Zola surrounded by his books and work.

« Atrtistic Alliance. The portrait documents the friendship between artist and writer.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can | order this painting in a custom size?
Yes. Each reproduction is hand-painted to your dimensions on the same stretched canvas format as the original. Request a
custom size at order time and we confirm proportions before painting begins.

What is the difference between this and a print?

A print is a flat photographic reproduction. This is a hand-painted oil-on-canvas reproduction — each one is a unique painting laid
down by a single painter, with surface texture, brushwork, and varnish that no print can match.

How long does production and delivery take?
Most reproductions ship 14 - 21 days after the order is confirmed. Larger canvases and pieces with dense detail take longer; we
confirm the exact timeline when the painter is assigned.

How faithful is the reproduction to the original?

Each painting is matched against high-resolution reference images by a painter trained in the relevant period and technique. We
aim for the same composition, palette, and brushwork rhythm — not a copy, but a faithful study.

Explore More

Full notes, features, available sizes, and ordering options are on the work's page on TryArtwork.

tryartwork.com/portrait-of-emile-zola
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