
TRYARTWORK · COLLECTOR'S GUIDE

Pollice Verso
by Jean-Léon Gérôme

A concise collector's companion to this hand-painted reproduction on TryArtwork.

Jean-Léon Gérôme stages a Roman arena scene viewed from inside the pit: a
victor gladiator stands over his fallen opponent, looking up to the imperial box
where a crowd of Vestal Virgins extends thumbs downward.

At a Glance

Title Pollice Verso

Artist Jean-Léon Gérôme

Movement Academic Art

Original medium Oil on canvas

Orientation Horizontal

Palette Red, Brown, Gold, Black

Subject Battle

Original location Phoenix Art Museum

Reproduction Hand-painted oil on stretched canvas

Visual Analysis

The composition is built on dramatic verticals and a strong central diagonal. A gladiator stands over a fallen opponent at the
center of the arena floor; behind them, a crowded amphitheater rises in tiered seats, with imperial figures in white at upper left
and ranks of vestal virgins giving the lethal signal. The palette is built on warm sand and ochre for the arena floor, deep crimson
and white for the seated crowd, and steely grey for the gladiator's armor.

Where It Fits

The horizontal format and dramatic palette suit a study, dining room, library, or large hallway with traditional or classical interiors.
It pairs well with deep wood, leather, cream or terracotta walls, and warm ambient lighting. The painting is large in feel and needs
a wide wall.

How It's Hand-Painted

The painter handles the architecture first — the tiered amphitheater sets the scale and perspective for everything else. Hand-
painted oil on canvas captures the academic finish Gérôme refined throughout his career.
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Notes Worth Knowing

The Painting That Invented "Thumbs Down." Pollice Verso (1872) is the primary source of the modern belief that a downward thumb
meant death for a gladiator in ancient Rome.

It Launched the Film Gladiator. When producers showed director Ridley Scott a reproduction of Pollice Verso, he said: "That image
spoke to me of the Roman Empire in all its glory and wickedness.

Armour Copied From Pompeii. Gérôme based the gladiatorial armour on pieces excavated from Pompeii, ensuring that the helmets,
greaves, and shields were archaeologically grounded.

Bought by an American Department-Store Mogul. Pollice Verso was purchased directly from Gérôme by Alexander Turney Stewart, the
American department-store magnate.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can I order this painting in a custom size?
Yes. Each reproduction is hand-painted to your dimensions on the same stretched canvas format as the original. Request a
custom size at order time and we confirm proportions before painting begins.

What is the difference between this and a print?
A print is a flat photographic reproduction. This is a hand-painted oil-on-canvas reproduction — each one is a unique painting laid
down by a single painter, with surface texture, brushwork, and varnish that no print can match.

How long does production and delivery take?
Most reproductions ship 14 - 21 days after the order is confirmed. Larger canvases and pieces with dense detail take longer; we
confirm the exact timeline when the painter is assigned.

Where can I see the original painting?
The original is in the collection of Phoenix Art Museum. Our reproduction is the closest hand-painted match a private collector can
place on their own wall.

Explore More

Full notes, features, available sizes, and ordering options are on the work's page on TryArtwork.

tryartwork.com/pollice-verso-thumbs-down
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