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Paul Gauguin

A concise collector's companion to this artist's page on TryArtwork.

Paul Gauguin (1848 — 1903) was a French painter associated with Post-
Impressionism,Symbolism,Synthetism. Their work is recognised for flat planes
of non-naturalistic colour bounded by cloisonné-like outlines; Breton, Tahitian
and Marquesan subjects with symbolic intent.

At a Glance

Nationality
Lifespan
Movement
School

Best known for

Core subjects
Medium

Central collection

Portrait

French

1848 — 1903
Post-Impressionism,Symbolism,Synthetism
Pont-Aven School

Flat planes of non-naturalistic colour bounded by cloisonné-like outlines; Breton, Tahitian and
Marquesan subjects with symbolic intent

Landscape, Portrait, Mythology, Genre Painting
Oil paint,Woodcut,Ceramic

Musée d'Orsay (Paris)

Signature Style & How to Recognize It

Flat, bold colour fields separated by dark contour lines — a style called Cloisonnism after medieval enamelling. Warm, saturated
palette from his Tahitian and Marquesan years: pinks, oranges, violets, deep greens. Mythic and symbolic subjects, often
religious scenes reimagined with Polynesian figures. Tropical landscapes, reclining Tahitian women, carved ornamental frames.
A deliberate rejection of Impressionist observation in favour of imagined, symbolic pictorial worlds.

Career Timeline

Impressionist Apprenticeship (1873-1886)

Stockbroker turned Sunday painter; studied with Pissarro.

Brittany & Pont-Aven (1886-1889)
Developed Cloisonnism with Emile Bernard; Vision After the Sermon.

First Tahitian Stay (1891-1893)

Mythic Tahitian subjects.

Final Polynesian Years (1895-1903)
Second Tahitian stay and death in the Marquesas Islands.
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Museums & Collections

« Musée d’Orsay, Paris — major Tahitian canvases.

» Museum of Fine Arts, Boston — Where Do We Come From? What Are We? Where Are We Going? (1897-98).
« Museum of Modern Art, New York.

» The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York.

- National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.

- Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek, Copenhagen — exceptional Gauguin collection.

« Pushkin Museum, Moscow — Shchukin/Morozov collection of Tahitian works.

Famous Works to Know

* Where Do We Come From? What Are We? Where Are We Going?
* Vision after the Sermon

* The Yellow Christ

» Two Tahitian Women

* Spirit of the Dead Watching

Artist's Own Words

“I shut my eyes in order to see.”

Why This Artist Is Difficult to Reproduce

Gauguin’s bold flat colour is famously hard to mix. His pinks, oranges and violets are specific, slightly unnatural, and must hold
their place in the composition without dominating or fading. Dark outlines are decisive and must be drawn confidently, not timidly.
The surfaces are often built on rough canvas with sharply contrasted mat areas, meaning the texture of the weave contributes to
the image. Too smooth a reproduction loses the folkloric, almost medieval quality Gauguin was consciously pursuing.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Paul Gauguin best known for?

Flat planes of non-naturalistic colour bounded by cloisonné-like outlines; Breton, Tahitian and Marquesan subjects with symbolic
intent. Core subjects: Landscape, Portrait, Mythology, Genre Painting.

Where can | see original works by Paul Gauguin?

Musée d'Orsay, Paris, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, Museum of Modern Art, New York, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New
York, National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C, and others.

Which paintings by Paul Gauguin are the most famous?

Where Do We Come From? What Are We? Where Are We Going?, Vision after the Sermon, The Yellow Christ, Two Tahitian
Women, Spirit of the Dead Watching.

Why are reproductions of Paul Gauguin difficult?
Gauguin’s bold flat colour is famously hard to mix.
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Explore More

This guide is a short companion to Paul Gauguin's page on TryArtwork, where you can find further notes on their life, style and

most celebrated works.

tryartwork.com/paul-gauguin
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