TRYARTWORK - COLLECTOR'S GUIDE

Paul-elie Ranson

A concise collector's companion to this artist's page on TryArtwork.

Paul-elie Ranson (1861 — 1909) was a French painter associated with
Symbolism. Their work is recognised for nabis Symbolism.

Portrait

At a Glance

Nationality French

Lifespan 1861 — 1909

Movement Symbolism

School Académie Julian

Best known for Nabis Symbolism

Core subjects Symbolic, Decorative Art
Medium Qil

Central collection Musée d'Orsay

Signature Style & How to Recognize It

Nabi Symbolism at its most decorative — flowing Art Nouveau curves, flat patterned surfaces, images full of witches,
sorceresses, Eastern gods and floral mysticism. Cool jewel-toned palette of violets, peacock blues, deep greens. Compositions
closer to tapestry or stained glass than to traditional painting. Esoteric content drawn from Theosophy and the occult.

Career Timeline

Académie Julian (1886—-1888)
Where the Nabi group formed.

Nabi Foundation (1888)
Co-founded Les Nabis with Bonnard, Vuillard, Denis, Sérusier.

Tapestry Designs (1890s—1900s)
Many of his designs worked into tapestry by his wife.

Early Death (1909)
Died at 45; his widow founded the Académie Ranson the following year.
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Museums & Collections

» Musée d’Orsay, Paris — Christ and Buddha and other Nabi works.
« Musée de Pont-Aven.
« Musée d’Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris.

» Musée d’Art et d’Histoire, Saint-Germain-en-Laye.

Famous Works to Know

« Nabis Landscape

Why This Artist Is Difficult to Reproduce

Ranson'’s flat patterned compositions require precise decorative drawing — a sinuous curve that hesitates is immediately wrong.
His Nabi palette combines unusual jewel tones that must hold their specific saturation; shift any of them and the esoteric mood
slips into decoration. Because his work sits between painting and tapestry, a reproduction painter needs comfort with both
picture-building and ornamental design.

Frequently Asked Questions
What is Paul-elie Ranson best known for?
Nabis Symbolism. Core subjects: Symbolic, Decorative Art.

Where can | see original works by Paul-elie Ranson?
Musée d’Orsay, Paris, Musée de Pont-Aven, Musée d’Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris, Musée d’Art et d’Histoire, Saint-Germain-
en-Laye.

Which paintings by Paul-elie Ranson are the most famous?

Nabis Landscape.

Why are reproductions of Paul-elie Ranson difficult?
Ranson'’s flat patterned compositions require precise decorative drawing — a sinuous curve that hesitates is immediately wrong.

Explore More

This guide is a short companion to Paul-elie Ranson's page on TryArtwork, where you can find further notes on their life, style and
most celebrated works.

tryartwork.com/paul-elie-ranson
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