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John William Waterhouse
A concise collector's companion to this artist's page on TryArtwork.

John William Waterhouse (1849 – 1917) was a British painter associated with
Pre-Raphaelite. Their work is recognised for lush detail, romantic themes, and
dramatic compositions.

Portrait

At a Glance

Nationality British

Lifespan 1849 – 1917

Movement Pre-Raphaelite

School British School

Best known for Lush detail, romantic themes, and dramatic compositions.

Core subjects Mythological, Romantic, Historical

Medium Oil paint

Central collection Tate Britain (London)

Signature Style & How to Recognize It

Romantic and mythological scenes with pale young women — Ophelia, the Lady of Shalott, sirens, naiads, Circe — floating
through rivers, reeds and enchanted gardens. Cool atmospheric palette of greens, blues and silver-greys, with sudden warm
accents of hair and robe. Soft, unhurried brushwork and a sense of damp, shaded air. Pre-Raphaelite literary and Arthurian
subjects reimagined for late-Victorian audiences.

Career Timeline

Classical Beginnings (1870s)
Academic Greco-Roman scenes in the Alma-Tadema mode.

Pre-Raphaelite Turn (mid-1880s)
Began the Arthurian and literary subjects that made him famous.

Signature Mythological Period (1888–1910)
The Lady of Shalott, Hylas and the Nymphs, The Magic Circle.

Late Works (1910–1917)
Continued mythological subjects with quieter palette.
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Museums & Collections

Famous Works to Know

Artist's Own Words

“The soul of art is beauty.”

Why This Artist Is Difficult to Reproduce

Waterhouse’s atmosphere is the difficult thing. His scenes exist in a cool damp light that depends on careful greens and silvers
underneath warm flesh tones. Push the greens too cold and the scenes become aquarium-like; warm the flesh too much and the
enchantment breaks. Hair and drapery must flow with a literary grace rather than a physiological accuracy — Waterhouse’s
nymphs and ladies are poetic creatures, and too much realism kills the mood. A good reproduction requires painterly restraint and
an instinct for where to soften and where to keep detail.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is John William Waterhouse best known for?
Lush detail, romantic themes, and dramatic compositions. Core subjects: Mythological, Romantic, Historical.

Where can I see original works by John William Waterhouse?
Tate Britain, London, Manchester Art Gallery, National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne, Royal Academy of Arts, London, National
Museum Cardiff, and others.

Which paintings by John William Waterhouse are the most famous?
The Lady of Shalott, Hylas and the Nymphs, Circe Invidiosa, Ophelia, Pandora.

Why are reproductions of John William Waterhouse difficult?
Waterhouse’s atmosphere is the difficult thing.

Tate Britain, London — The Lady of Shalott (1888), Ophelia (1894).•

Manchester Art Gallery — Hylas and the Nymphs (1896).•

National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne — Ulysses and the Sirens.•

Royal Academy of Arts, London — A Mermaid.•

National Museum Cardiff.•

Lady Lever Art Gallery, Port Sunlight — The Enchanted Garden.•

The Lady of Shalott•

Hylas and the Nymphs•

Circe Invidiosa•

Ophelia•

Pandora•
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Explore More

This guide is a short companion to John William Waterhouse's page on TryArtwork, where you can find further notes on their life,
style and most celebrated works.

tryartwork.com/john-william-waterhouse
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