
TRYARTWORK · COLLECTOR'S GUIDE

Jacques Louis David
A concise collector's companion to this artist's page on TryArtwork.

Jacques Louis David (1748 – 1825) was a French painter associated with
Neoclassicism. Their work is recognised for sharp Lines, Historical Accuracy.

Portrait

At a Glance

Nationality French

Lifespan 1748 – 1825

Movement Neoclassicism

School Royal Academy of Painting and Sculpture

Best known for Sharp Lines, Historical Accuracy

Core subjects Historical, Portraiture

Medium Oil

Central collection Louvre Museum

Signature Style & How to Recognize It

Severe Neoclassical clarity: figures arranged in rigid friezelike compositions against architectural backdrops. Sharp
draughtsmanship with minimal painterly softness. Sculptural draperies, often falling in long straight folds. Heroic Republican
subject matter drawn from ancient Rome. Smooth, polished paint surface with no visible brushwork in the figures. Cool,
restrained palette that subordinates colour to line and sculptural form.

Career Timeline

Academic Training (1766–1774)
Prix de Rome won after several attempts.

Neoclassical Rise (1784–1789)
The Oath of the Horatii caused a sensation in Paris and Rome.

Revolutionary Years (1789–1799)
Deputy in the National Convention; painted The Death of Marat and The Tennis Court Oath.

Napoleonic Painter (1799–1815)
The Coronation of Napoleon, official state portraits.

Brussels Exile (1816–1825)
Lived and died in Brussels after the Restoration; still painting mythological subjects.
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Museums & Collections

Famous Works to Know

Artist's Own Words

“The artist must be a philosopher. Socrates the skilled sculptor, Jean-Jacques [Rousseau] the good musician, the immortal
Poussin tracing on canvas the sublime lessons of philosophy, are so many proofs.”

Why This Artist Is Difficult to Reproduce

David’s paintings are built on drawing, not handling — figures must be anatomically precise, drapery folds logical, and
compositions geometrically exact. Any wavering of the line and the Neoclassical severity collapses. Paint surface is polished
almost to the smoothness of enamel, with no brushstrokes visible in the flesh or drapery; this requires many invisible glazes over
a tight underpainting. And his vast official canvases (the Coronation is nearly ten metres wide) demand consistency of finish
across enormous scale, so every figure in a crowd is painted with the same austere discipline as the central subject.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Jacques Louis David best known for?
Sharp Lines, Historical Accuracy. Core subjects: Historical, Portraiture.

Where can I see original works by Jacques Louis David?
Musée du Louvre, Paris, Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium, Brussels, Château de Malmaison, The Metropolitan Museum
of Art, New York, Getty Museum, Los Angeles, and others.

Which paintings by Jacques Louis David are the most famous?
The Death of Marat, Oath of the Horatii, Napoleon Crossing the Alps.

Why are reproductions of Jacques Louis David difficult?
David’s paintings are built on drawing, not handling — figures must be anatomically precise, drapery folds logical, and
compositions geometrically exact.

Musée du Louvre, Paris — The Oath of the Horatii, The Coronation of Napoleon, The Death of Marat.•

Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium, Brussels — The Death of Marat (1793).•

Château de Malmaison — Napoleon Crossing the Alps.•

The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York — Death of Socrates.•

Getty Museum, Los Angeles — Farewell of Telemachus and Eucharis.•

Palace of Versailles — The Distribution of the Eagle Standards.•

The Death of Marat•

Oath of the Horatii•

Napoleon Crossing the Alps•
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Explore More

This guide is a short companion to Jacques Louis David's page on TryArtwork, where you can find further notes on their life, style
and most celebrated works.

tryartwork.com/jacques-louis-david
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