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Dream of Arcadia

by Thomas Cole

A concise collector's companion to this hand-painted reproduction on TryArtwork.

A brilliant examination of an idealised world in which nature and mankind
coexist in perfect harmony may be found in Thomas Cole 's Dream of Arcadia
(1838). Cole is credited with founding the Hudson River School , and his
paintings are renowned for their lyrical depictions of the American landscape
and painstaking attention to detail.

At a Glance

Title Dream of Arcadia

Artist Thomas Cole

Movement Hudson River School

Original medium Oil on canvas

Orientation Horizontal

Palette Green, Brown, Blue, White

Subject Pastoral

Reproduction Hand-painted oil on stretched canvas

Visual Analysis

The horizontal canvas spreads the view outward, fixing attention on Central Arcadian Scene. Objects in the scene include trees,
mountains, buildings, people, and grass, each contributing to the balance. The palette is built around green, brown, blue, and
white, the tones working together to set the mood.

Where It Fits

The horizontal composition asks for a office or a living room, or a hallway. Surround it with deep green walls and soft wool textiles
for a period-friendly balance.

How It's Hand-Painted

Skin and fabric are handled in different rhythms; one stays smooth, the other carries visible weave. In landscapes, the painter
holds finer brushwork for foreground texture while the background stays softer. Hand-painted oil reproduction on canvas — close
to the spirit of the original, made by a painter and not a printer.

Voice from the Record

“Cole dreamed of paradise and painted it into being.”

Alan Wallach
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Notes Worth Knowing

« Classical Fantasy. The painting depicts an idealized vision of ancient Greece in its golden age.

« Hudson River School. Cole founded the Hudson River School but also painted imaginary classical scenes.
« Pastoral Ideal. The Arcadian theme represents humanity in harmony with nature.

« American Nostalgia. The painting reflects American longing for a simpler, purer past.

+ Companion Works. Cole often paired paintings showing civilization's rise and fall.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can | order this painting in a custom size?
Yes. Each reproduction is hand-painted to your dimensions on the same stretched canvas format as the original. Request a
custom size at order time and we confirm proportions before painting begins.

What is the difference between this and a print?
A print is a flat photographic reproduction. This is a hand-painted oil-on-canvas reproduction — each one is a unique painting laid
down by a single painter, with surface texture, brushwork, and varnish that no print can match.

How long does production and delivery take?
Most reproductions ship 14 - 21 days after the order is confirmed. Larger canvases and pieces with dense detail take longer; we
confirm the exact timeline when the painter is assigned.

How faithful is the reproduction to the original?
Each painting is matched against high-resolution reference images by a painter trained in the relevant period and technique. We
aim for the same composition, palette, and brushwork rhythm — not a copy, but a faithful study.

Explore More

Full notes, features, available sizes, and ordering options are on the work's page on TryArtwork.

tryartwork.com/dream-of-arcadia
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